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FINAL RECOMMENDATION

WHY DO WE NEED A NEW SKATEPARK IN HENLEY?
The current skatepark is dated, noisy and totally unsuited to local needs.
The choice of materials are not suited for long-term outdoor use, the design
and layout was poorly thought out, the tarmac surface is coarse and is not
suitable for small wheels. The fibre-glass ramps cause the risk of splinters
when coming into contact with them, and some of the fixings are loose, which
decreases safety levels significantly. The hollow construction of the ramps
makes sound resonate way beyond the area of recreation ground.
The current layout of site does not make good use of the total space and
therefore it does not easily accommodate users of different wheeled sports or
abilities, nor does it allow them to be able to use the facility at the same time.
It also leaves little room for users to improve their skills.
The purpose of the Henley Skatepark Initiative (HSI) is therefore to modernise
and upgrade the existing skatepark with a new concrete skatepark.
Our aim is to provide a top-quality free-to-use sports facility for the people of
the town and the surrounding area, for people of all ages and abilities,
embracing all wheeled sports.
By doing so we would be raising the current provision to modern standards,
helping to fulfill the needs of Henley children, young people and adults by
providing a product to meet modern lifestyle constraints.
By the building of a new concrete skatepark, we are addressing the concerns
of some of the local residents by reducing noise levels dramatically. By the
nature of its design and materials, it would keep maintenance to a minimum,
whilst being a cost-effective long-term sustainable approach.
Our core objectives are to:
•

build an aesthetically pleasing park that fits in harmoniously with
its surroundings.

•

make it suitable for all ages and abilities

•

attract families with younger children
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•

encourage the older user who wants to get back into the sport
he/she once enjoyed and wishes to increase is fitness levels.

•

create a facility that allows user room to improve their skills.

•

reduce the noise levels, to leave only the sound of users having
fun.

•

encourage physical outdoor activities for all people, with an
emphasis on the young.

•

create a free-to-use sports facility for the people of Henley.

•

create a facility other members of the community would come to
visit as spectators.

Based on the positive experiences from other councils, HSI believes that the
existence of a good skatepark can actively contribute towards an overall
reduction of anti-social behavior. This is because it gives young people
something productive and healthy to do with their spare time. A lack of things
to do and places to go could result in youth getting involved in less
constructive undesirable activities. An updated skatepark would positively
encourage young people to concentrate in a location where the ethos is to
behave responsibly towards one another.

LOCAL SUPPORT
There is a need for such a facility - local support has been
identified.
Having conducted research in the form of surveys, we have
identified not only the need for a facility of such kind, but an
overwhelming level of support.
This support comes from current and potential users of the facility, individuals
and families who would use it if the facility was improved, surrounding
neighbours of all ages and genders, local residents, businesses, law
enforcement, local community groups, local charities and visitors to the town.
They all expressed their support and highlighted the need for such facility to
be created in Henley.
Below is a selection of comments given to us through our surveys:
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‘I think Henley needs to get up to date with the needs of the youth’
32 year old male, Friday Street, Henley.
‘A skatepark is a vital amenity for young people. I have been to
Southbank and Wellington (N.Z) many times’ 80 year old female, Market
Place, Henley.
‘We have many schools in Henley, and the areas for doing sports are not
enough’ 43 year old, Henley.
‘Give the young people a chance’ 56 year old female, The Close, Henley.
‘More could be done to use free space in Henley’ Male, Horse-shoe Lane,
Benson.
‘A well designed modern concrete facility, beautifully landscaped would
not just benefit skate park users, but the whole community’
41 year old male, Kings Rd, Henley.
‘You need to use a specialist skate park firm’ 52 year old female, Belle
Vue Rd, Henley.
‘The park [play area at Makins] is quite good, but a bit youthly. The
skatepark will give a mature activity’ 6, 9 and 11 year old brothers, Druids
End, Checkendon.
‘I think children/young people need free places to spend time. I support
the new skatepark’ 36 year old female, Whitehall Lane, Checkendon.
‘I don’t think Henley provide enough free to use activities for the youth
at the moment. I hope it goes through. I’d come and watch’ 80 year old
female, The close, Henley.
‘We should encourage young people to be outdoors, developing
physical skills’ 55 year old female, Berkshire Rd, Henley.
‘Skatepark, great idea! My son was here for several years and there was
little for him to do after school. He hung out with other children, playing
computer games! Not healthy!’ 54 year old female, Norman Avenue,
Henley.
‘The skatepark is the only fun place for teenagers’ 13 year old male, St
Andrews Rd, Henley.
‘There is little for young people to do in Henley. I don’t use the facilities,
but my child and nephew do. I wish the skate park were more
challenging, with more ramps and features. A reduction of the sound
level would be a great improvement.’ Female, The Glebe, Highmoor.

Henley Skatepark Initiative Project Group Full Report for Henley Town Council. March 2012.

4

‘Love the initiative’ 41 year old male, Cromwell Rd, Henley.
‘I hope permission is given for the re-vamped skatepark – it’s a lot of
fun! We all need fun!’ 62 year old male, Tall Trees, Peppard.
‘We need more facilities like this’ 39 year old, Littlecote.
‘Basically if the skatepark was more hospitable we would use it a lot
more!’ 45 year old mother of 10 and 14 year old boys, Hurley.
‘We need this to happen’ 13 year old male, Henley.
‘I worked with children. THEY NEED SPACE AND ACTION. They are not
free-range. Lots of energy when young’ 79 year old female, Reading Rd,
Henley.
‘Henley needs more facilities for teenagers. I travel to other skateparks
like Maidenhead, Hemel Hempstead, London, Wycombe’ 16 year old
male, Kingsley Drive, Marlow Bottom.
‘I’m not a skater, but I support the idea of updating the park. Good luck’
31 year old male, Trust Corner, Henley.

QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS.
As part of our investigation/awareness campaign, HSI have visited Henley’s
primary schools, secondary schools and Henley College, with the main
objective of presenting our proposal in order to gauge the level of support and
to identify the wishes and/or concerns that the children and young adults may
have.
In order to give the general public an opportunity to share their questions
and/or concerns, we have held two public meetings and three
Gazebo/awareness raising sessions in the Market Place.
Below is a summary of the main questions/concerns raised at the public
meetings and the 500 surveys returned to us:
Q: LOCATION?
A: The Henley Town Council supports this investigation by the HSI, and said
that Makins Recreation Ground is the only viable site within Council
ownership.
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Our investigation has however brought forward a few loud voices who are
against MRG as preferred location. These voices are suggesting that a future
facility be moved to another, more secluded location, away from people’s
homes.
For a skatepark to be successful, a central, open and visible location is key.
Out of courtesy for these few, HSI extended the investigation by
considering/validating other locations (please see the full report for details).
In doing so, we become even further assured through our findings, that MRG
remains the best-suited location due to its:
•
•
•
•

proximity to all the Schools, College and Town Centre
the amount of children living in the surrounding neighbourhood.
central and visible location is safe to get to on foot, bike, blades,
boards, even if dropped of by car.
proximity to other facilities, such as playground and playing field, for
families with children of varied age.

HSI finds that an ‘out of town’ location does not promote ease of access for all
ages and abilities, and ‘out of sight’ could increase risk of the facilities
becoming subject to after-dark anti-social behaviour by non-skatepark users.
Q: Will a new skatepark be Inclusive for all ages and abilities?
A: The main concern raised by the children we visited was if ‘the new
skatepark will be inclusive for all ages and abilities? The answer is YES.
It is one of our core objectives to ensure that youngsters of all ages and
varied abilities have a chance to enjoy themselves. As wheeled sports are
also a spectator-sport, we would encourage friends and families to come
along to watch the children having fun - and to maybe have a go themselves.
A new built concrete park will make better use of the space, and ensure a
variety of features, suitable for beginners to advanced riders. By building
facilities that are big enough for several areas be used at the same time.

Q: SAFETY.
A: The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents have found the
Football is statistically four times more dangerous than Skateboarding.
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They concluded that ‘it should also be recognised that the number
and severity of accidents that will occur to participants in wheeled
sports in the area will be much higher if such a facility is not provided.’
Location is a very important consideration. Getting safely to and from a
skatepark is crucial to the HSI - as is being as safe as possible when using
the facilities.
There is a code of conduct at wheeled sport facilities similar to the one
motorist adhere to when entering a roundabout. Users are expected to be as
considerate towards others safety as much their own.
We recommend safety equipment is worn by users, but not prescribed.
Bottles, food, chewing-gum, cigarettes or other objects such as rubbish, which
can jeopardise safety should not allowed when using the facilities.
Q: LITTER?
A: This is not a problem exclusive to skateparks. Unfortunately, wherever
there are people there is litter. However, we recommend an adequate
provision of bins, emptied regularly, before the wind or the birds have their go
at doing so We all must ensure we do not leave rubbish behind. This includes
dog owners.
Q: NOISE?
A: the current ramps are hollow constructions, which makes the sound
resonates like when banging on a drum. By building a concrete skatepark, the
sound will be reduced to laughter and excitement. All sounds from living and
growing children to adults, having fun on their wheels. Don’t resist it join in.
Please see the full report detailing independent noise studies that prove that a
concrete skatepark is quieter than passing traffic on Greys Road.
Q: ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR?
A: Anti-social behaviour is as it says, ‘anti-social’. It is an ill of society that no
one likes or wants to live with, experience or have to tolerate.
Skateparks do not promote anti-social behaviour. Suggesting so would be the
equivalent of saying we should not have green parks because they attract
drunks. Skateparks, like green parks, attracts people - and it is our objective
to create a facility that is inclusive.
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Anyone who wants to be respectful and social, are welcome to use the facility
for physical sport or spectator entertainment. By improving the facility and
encouraging new user groups to participate, the facility is more likely to
promote inclusivity and good social behaviour across different age groups and
abilities. Cheering spectators are always welcome.
Evidence from other skateparks confirms that a skatepark does not increase
anti-social behaviour, and is in fact more likely to reduce it due to displacing
any unsavoury activity.
Q: SHELTER?
There are both pros and cons for a shelter. A common concern amongst the
skatepark users is that the shelter currently seems to serve as a hangout, for
both social and less social activities – primarily by people who are not using,
or do not intend to, use the skatepark.
Although none of the skatepark users whish to create opportunity for antisocial behaviour, they reminds us that for those who travel far, a shelter
serves a good purpose in case off temporary weather conditions. Those living
close do not see it as necessary.
Q: LIGHTING?
A: HSI finds lighting unnecessary, and due to respect for the surrounding
neighbourhood accepts that the facilities will not be used after dark. HSI is
also aware that the Henley Tennis and Squash Club where not granted such
wish.
Q: MAKINS RECREATION GROUND – AN UNDER-USED FACILITY!
A: Our investigation has identified that, skatepark user or not, many residents
in Henley, independent of their of age, finds that Makins is an underused
Recreation Ground.
The completed surveys that we conducted are filled with suggestions on how
Henley Town could enhance the outdoor facilities and encourage increased
use of the area. Although these suggestions are outside of the HSI’s
responsibilities, we feel that we should share them with you:
‐
‐
‐
‐
‐

improve football pitch and net.
establish baseball, basket ball and/or netball facilities.
build an outdoor swimming pool or other water facilities.
plant more trees, create flowerbeds and paths.
benches and tables for picnicking
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‐
‐

BBQ facilities.
toilets

However, funding for such facilities falls outside the HSI remit, and therefore if
a decision were made by the HTC to provide such facilities – we would
assume that HTC would also provide the necessary funding.
WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM WHAT OTHERS HAVE DONE?
As part of our investigation, we asked advice from other councils near Henley
about their experiences with skateparks that they have successfully have
built.
The route seems straightforward and successful, as following emails highlight:
1) From the Chairman of Tilehurst Parish Council
Tilehurst's Skate Park has surprised us all. The use is greater than we imagined when we first
had a petition from the young people, boys and girls signed the petition. (96)
There was a lot of involvement from a group of young people, they helped design the park
along with the chosen contractor this has been helpful as those same young people keep the
surface clean, they self police the use of the park.
I as Chairman of the Parish Council was not in favour of a skate park, but the petition for one
meant that we needed to look carefully at the needs. We visited several and chose one that
offered a low key view to and from the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
Members of the public who were not to keen on the idea accepted that there was a need for
something for young people to do, now we have those same residents telling us that the
children are no longer using the road humps for BMX stunts. Making their roads and the
children a little safer.
The Park is used by children of all ages, even some disabled are able to enjoy the fun it
offers, wheelchairs and buggies have been seen on there.
I did doubt the benefits a skate park would offer, but it is in constant use, and the children are
in a safe environment.
I wish you the best with your application.
Regards
Jean Gardner
Chairman of Tilehurst Parish Council

2) From the Service Support Manager in Woodley Council.
Our local youth charity - Just Around the Corner (JAC) visit the skate spot twice a week setting up their mobile advice centre. JAC have been very supportive of the project which
assists them in carrying out their youth outreach work. Our neighbourhood police team have
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also been very positive and it has reduced skating in inappropriate areas (car parks etc) in the
town.
On it's first day of opening we had almost 100 young people using the skate spot. It is used
daily by all age groups who seem to manage themselves very well - with older children
looking out for the younger ones and teaching them a few tricks. We probably have more
BMX and Scooter users than skateboards and often have all three happening at the same
time. Due to its proximity to the Council Offices we have a large broom which skate spot
users come and borrow to sweep any debris off the park and then return it. We actively
encourage the young people to talk to us about the skate spot and any problems they may
encounter. We have experienced some graffiti but not a huge amount and this has been
relatively easy to clean off. Users of the skate spot are organizing a competition as part of this
year's Woodley Carnival and we are very pleased with the project.
Kevin Murray
Service Support Manager
Woodley Town Council
The Oakwood Centre
Headley Road
Woodley RG5 4JZ
0118 969 0356
3) Newbury Council member to a Henley Lions Club member, who in support of HSI, did their
own investigation.
I had a very useful conversation this morning with a Granville Taylor, services manager for
Newbury Town Council. They built a smart skatepark last June just off the A4 going into
Newbury.
Firstly they drew up a user group of 25 young people, produced their criteria.
Tenders were sought from 9 companies.
The winning company, [name blanked out on purpose] drew up 3 designs, incorporating the
users specifications. One was selected, incorporating two deep bowls, which added to the
cost.
Newbury council very impressed with [blanked out company name] who seem to be the best
in their field.
Final cost - £200,000! Apparently lots of steel and special concrete involved and a smooth,
low maintenance, finish.
There was a big increase in usage since this new one was built. No drug problem but, initially,
had some broken beer bottles from late night drinkers. That has subsided now. Decided
against stainless steel etc due to noise and maintenance costs.
Hope this is useful,
Regards, A Member of Henley Lions Club
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SUMMARY.
We wish to establish a top quality concrete wheeled-sports facility at Makins
Recreation Ground. The HSI Project Group has fulfilled all the requests of the
HTC, as detailed in the following report.
We have, without doubt, proved that there is a genuine need and demand in
our town that cannot be ignored.
We have more than adequately answered and concerns of local residents –
and have backed this up with overwhelming supporting evidence.
Henley Town Council now has a duty to respond to the wishes of its residents,
as documented in the following report, by granting permission for the HSI to
create a top class concrete skatepark at Makins Recreation Ground.
We have already identified a range of fundraising opportunities, but we have
refrained from applying, as permission to rebuild the facilities at the our
preferred location has not yet been agreed.
Therefore, If granted permission to rebuild, and ideally extend the current
facility, HSI will embark on the second phase of this project, which is to
continue to fundraise.
Our objective is to raise as much money as possible in order to increase the
footprint of the facility. We wish to ensure that the final design is a top quality,
aesthetically pleasing construction, with a variety of features, for the
enjoyment and physical development of generations of to come.
We propose the continuation of the Project Group, consisting of current users,
and hopefully appointed advisory members from the Town Council, with the
objective of exploring various designs and prices, sought from different
companies through a tender process.

THE NEW WAVE OF CONCRETE SKATEPARKS.
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There is a new wave of concrete skateparks happening across the world.
Millions of people worldwide are now reaping the positive benefits of having
such a facility within the heart of their communities. From USA to Australia,
France to Israel, the Cayman Islands to Brazil, from Peru to Japan, examples
of such skateparks can be found.

WHAT IS A SKATEPARK?
Today’s skatepark is as diverse as any urban environment. One may be a
deep undulating form, another may be geometric and boxy. Outdoor
skateparks are now constructed using concrete. They may feature premium
materials such as granite or brick, or my even incorporate large rocks or
boulders. Many are beautifully landscaped are reflective of their environment.
Respected architects often refer to a skatepark as a piece of art in its own
right.

AN OFTEN REPLICTATED, PROVEN SOCIAL MODEL
Many more councils and local authorities beginning to realise these benefits
and are therefore currently constructing skateparks. Even more are in the
planning or advocacy stages.

Many communities across the United Kingdom
now understand the positive benefits of a concrete
skatepark within their community.
Locally, modern skateparks have been built at Woodley, Earley, Tilehurst,
Chalgrove, High Wycombe, Newbury and Marlow. New facilities have been
given the go ahead at Watlington and Oxford.

MANY CONCRETE PARKS BUILT WITHIN THE PAST TEN
YEARS
Communities all over the world are reaping the positive benefits of having a
skatepark.

Across the world, 1,000’s of spray concrete
Skateparks have been created within the past
ten years. Other materials do not prove to be
cost effective for outdoor use due to their relatively
short lifespan.
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There has been a general move away from the previously used materials
such as wood, fiberglass, steel or plastic. At the forefront of this paradigm
shift are Australia and the USA. Both countries fully understand that such
facilities are a vital part of a vibrant and healthy community.

The local authorities of Australia and the U.S. need no
convincing as to the benefits of a skatepark – they have
made the realization, they understand the positive influence
of a concrete skatepark and they have embraced the need
and trend.
Logic shows that a negative social model would not be replicated many times
the world over, and that any arguments against a skatepark, are based on
misconceptions, bias or untruths.

THESE SPORTS ARE GROWING IN POPULARITY
Skateboarding and BMX-riders are everywhere. They’re on our TV’s, in
advertisements, in movies, on cereal boxes and in our neighbourhoods. If
you’re a teenager, odds are that you know several people who skate or ride.
These sports are very popular and the level of growth is set to continue and is
very likely to increase.

Lifestyle activities such and Skateboarding and BMX
riding are now part of the fabric of modern life.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE LIFESTYLE SPORTS
The research centre at the University of Brighton were commissioned by
Sport England to conduct the report ‘Lifestyle sports and national policy’ by
Tomlinson, Ravenscroft, Wheaton & Gilchrist, March 2005. The following two
paragraphs are an extract:-

“In May 2002, a poll conducted by a ‘teen’ marketing firm in the
USA, skateboarding star Tony Hawk was voted the ‘coolest big
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time athlete ahead of ‘mainstream’ mega-sports celebrities such as
Michael Jordon and Tiger Woods (Layden, 2002).”
This marks sports such as skateboarding and BMX as major
players in the youth sports market. Equipment sales figures
suggest that lifestyle sports purchases are out-pacing the growth
of a number of ‘big league’ sports (Beal & Wilson, 2004).”

THE NEED HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED.
The need has been identified for a modern concrete facility to cater for
Skateboarders, BMX riders and other wheeled sports, to be created in
Henley. It is a need that can no longer be ignored.
It is a facility that is sorely lacking in our town, whereas nearby towns such as
Earley, Tilehurst, Woodley, Chalgrove and Newbury have all recently built a
new concrete skatepark. Oxford and Watlington have both received council
permission to create a new facility.

HENLEY’S SKATEPARK HISTORY
MILL MEADOWS - SITE ONE
In the early 1990’s, permission was granted for a wooden a mini-ramp, with a
small footprint, to be constructed and located in Mill Meadows, adjacent to the
car park behind which the River & Rowing Museum is now located.
This ramp proved to be very popular. This popularity was for one reason, it
was designed well, by people who skate, and therefore was excellent to use.
Unfortunately, due to its hollow construction, a complaint was received from a
resident on the adjacent Island in the river.
MILL MEADOWS - SITE TWO
Eventually, the mini-ramp was moved to the far corner of Marsh Meadows, to
the area that is next to what is now the football pitch off Mill Lane.
This new location was hidden away, less accessible, and was very sheltered
by surrounding trees. We have been informed that the wooden ramp was
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destroyed by the council at the time due to alleged safety concerns. It was
not re-built.
MAKINS RECREATION GROUND
The Henley Skatepark Initiative are deeply thankful for the time and significant
funds that the Henley Town Council invested in this project. We do however
feel that certain things could have be done differently in order to maximise the
potential of their investment.
The current skatepark at Makins Recreation Ground was created in 2001, it
was built by a company called E.I.B.E., who specialise playgrounds, featuring
walkways and slides.
Approximately £65,000 was spent in creation of the existing Makins facility. A
further £15,000 was spent on maintenance about six years later. This has not
proved to be cost-effective due to the materials chosen.
Although it is unfortunate that the current park had a relatively short lifespan,
The main oversight, was to not heavily involve the end users in the final
design. This resulted in an expensive facility, that was not tailored to the
needs of the users.

HERE & NOW – THE START OF THIS PROJECT.
After local people had mentioned the need for a new concrete skatepark in
Henley - Dave Adamson, the Henley Scout Leader, raised this point at the
Annual Town Meeting. This coincided with the Henley Town Council
receiving a letter from a fourteen year old Henley resident, raising the same
issue, and asking not to be ignored.
As a result, the issue was added to the agenda of Henley Town Council’s
Recreation and Amenities Committee meeting held on 26.04.2011,
www.henleytowncouncil.gov.uk/RECREATIONANDAMENITIES-26April2011Minutes.pdf.pdf

“to receive, consider and meet with Mr. Adamson and local skatepark users,
regarding the upgrading of the multi-sports area at Makins Recreation
Ground.
It was proposed that the Committee recommends that:-
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the Council supports the further investigation into the
improvement/expansion of the multi-sports play area at Makins
Recreation Ground and that the local users be asked to seek
information and report back to a future Recreation and
Amenities Committee on the following aspects:-

the type of equipment envisaged (skateboard, BMX or both)
type of material used – stainless steel, concrete, fibre glass
provisional costs
possible sponsorship
an estimate of the number of skateboard/BMX users
noise considerations

At the meeting, the Committee discussed the above proposal and made the
following comments:-

other possible locations for a skateboard/BMX park had been
investigated in the past and it was felt that Makins would be the only
practical site in Town Council’s ownership.

-

the Project Group should be driven by the users rather than the Town
Council.

-

as this is the last meeting of the current Council it would be the
decision of the new Committee as to whether it appointed Councilors
on to the Project Group but it was felt this would be advantageous to
the Group and the Council.

-

The Committee was in broad support of the project but recognised that
Town Council funding of the project maybe limited however it was
noted the Town Council does support other sports in the town such as
hockey, football and cricket.

-

Local youth groups should also be invited to join the project group such
as NOMAD.”

In June 2011, the new term of Council upheld the previous term’s
resolution to recommend.
www.henleytowncouncil.gov.uk/documents/RECREATIONANDAMENITIES-7JuneMinutes.pdf

Henley Skatepark Initiative Project Group Full Report for Henley Town Council. March 2012.

16
The following is an extract from the minutes of H.T.C’s Recreation &
Amenities Committee meeting on 07.06.2011.
“The Committee received and considered a report giving an update on the
Progress Group and their investigations into the expansion/improvement of
the skate park at Makins Recreation Ground.
The Committee agreed it was important to appoint one or more Councilors to
the Progress Group to act as a liaison with, listen to and to offer support to the
Group. The Committee also agreed it was important that the Project Group
be led by the users.
After further discussion the Committee
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND
that the Town Council continue to support the Project Group set
up to investigate the improvement of the skate park at Makins
Recreation Ground .
and RESOLVED
that Councilors Miss K Gehrmann and Ms L Meachin be appointed
as Council representatives on the Project Group.”

OUR VISION
In the creation of a new concrete skatepark for Henley, our aim is to provide a
top class free-to-use sports facility for the people of the town and the
surrounding area.
By doing so we would be raising the current provision to modern standards,
helping to fulfill the needs of Henley children, young people and adults by
providing a product to meet modern lifestyle constraints.

The park would contain a variety of features for Skateboards, BMX, Mountain
Biking, Trials Riding, In-line Skates / Rollerblades, people of all abilities, from
complete novice to professional.
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We wish to encourage active and healthy lifestyles by raising awareness of
the available leisure opportunities available to Henley residents and the
resulting benefits, particularly for young people – with a focus on providing
opportunities for the most vulnerable and disaffected to enhance community
safety. With such a facility in place, it would help to reduce barriers to
participation.

OUR AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
COMMUNITY STRATEGY
We wish to contribute to Henley as an outward looking, vibrant and
prosperous town where people have opportunities and support to achieve
their full potential.
The aims of our project are to create a high quality skate and bike park for
Henley-on-Thames. By doing so we would be securing sustainable facilities
for all wheeled sports in our town for the future. We wish to satisfy the needs
of the community by filling gaps in the current provision. We will actively
involve end users in the design, development, promotion and management of
the facility and the sports involved.
We want to increase participation especially amongst young and
disadvantaged people, enable the development of improved levels of
performance and skills in skate and bike sports.
By helping increase the usage of Making Recreation Ground, and contribute
to the associated benefits of this in health, well-being, community safety and a
reduction in anti-social behaviour by providing opportunities for the most
vulnerable and disaffected to enhance community safety.
We want to create a greater awareness of healthy, outdoor activities and to
promote a healthy, active lifestyle, improve accessibility, reduce barriers to
participation and to improve awareness amongst residents and visitors of
available leisure opportunities.
We believe in encouraging the involvement a wide demographic of community
members to take control of an underused local resource and to maximize its
potential.
We must help to nurture A Safe, Strong and Inclusive Community
characterized by respect for each other, where diversity is respected and
people have opportunities to become more involved in local decision making.
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We want A Healthy Vibrant Community where people can enjoy good health
and where there are opportunities for all to participate in activities that
increase people’s well-being and self-respect.
The core themes are underpinned by the four guiding principles of equality for
all, sustainability, neighbourhood focus and creating for the community.

WHY A SKATEPARK IS A FANTASTIC IDEA
TO ENCOURAGE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
A positive and healthy area for activities such as a skatepark will help young
people to develop into balanced adults, with a strong moral code, and respect for
their fellow human beings.
We strongly believe in providing activities and facilities that encourages youth
development – that help promote bonding, social competence, emotional
competence, cognitive competence, behavioural competence, moral competence
- it fosters resilience, self-determination, self-efficacy, a clear and positive
identity, belief in the future, pro-social norms, whilst providing recognition for
positive behavior opportunities for pro-social involvement.
This is reinforced by youth development research undertaken by Social
Development Research Group the University of Washington, titled ‘Positive Youth
Development’ by Richard F. Catalano, Ph.D et al. 1998.
http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/positiveyouthdev99/index.htm#toc

PROVIDING TOP QUALITY SPORTS FACILITIES
Residents, councils and government alike have a duty to provide top quality
free-to-use sports facilities for the people of Great Britain. Rather than sit and
wait for such a facility to be provided, we are taking a pro-active approach to
improving community life.

PROMOTING EXERCISE AND A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
Play England supports Henley Skatepark. Their mission is to ensure that
children and young people have the space and opportunity to play freely as
part of their daily lives, at school, at home, and throughout the public realm.
We wish to uphold and promote this vision.
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“81% of adults believe children playing outside helps to
improve community spirit.”
Play England.
A HEALTHY AND EXCITING CHALLENGE
The personal challenges offered by extreme sports create enjoyment through
learning how to overcome obstacles and use energy creatively. In an
encouraging social environment, this excitement is a positive way of
promoting exercise and maintaining good health.

POPULAR LEISURE ACTIVITIES
The main activities covered within the wheeled “action sports" genre include
skateboarding, BMX and in-line skating.
There is no single U.K. body that represents the interests of these sporting
activities collectively, and no definitive national statistical data available to
identify the number of participants countrywide.
However, the independent non-profit making organisation, Skaters for Public
Skateparks (SPS) has provided an approximate percentage of 4.6% of
skateboarders in relation to population. This includes casual skaters through
to weekly or daily skaters.
This percentage enables skatepark advocates to approximate the number of
users within their locality. Based on the above percentage, an estimated
number of skateboarders in the U.K., based on a population 62,300,000 – is
2.8 million participants.

There are an estimated 5.6 million Skateboarders
& BMX riders in the U.K.
It could be reasonably assumed, working on a conservative estimate, that this
number of participants could be doubled when taking into account BMX riders,
this would give us 5.6 million participants. This number will increase yet
further when taking into account other wheeled sports.
For more information on the organization Skaters For Public Skateparks, please visit
www.skateparks.org

Henley Skatepark Initiative Project Group Full Report for Henley Town Council. March 2012.

20

FOCAL POINT / FORUM FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO MEET
A well designed and managed skate facility will become a hub for community
life...it can be a catalyst for healthy improvement.

CREATION OF A FORUM / SOCIAL SPACE
Participants and their parents, passers-by and the simply curious represent the
different users of the site.
The scenery and the resulting atmosphere confer a particular flavour on the
place: a place where one can socialise, relax, stimulate or be stimulated.

Skateboarding and BMX riding is about seeing and being seen. It is a social
culture which requires social space. Often, if you see a group of eight to ten
people skateboarding, only two of them will be on a board at any one
time. The others are sitting, talking, building relationships and for younger
users, learning how to interact in an acceptable manner with their peers.

COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP OF A LOCAL RESOURCE
Gathering a group of creative individuals from many sections of the
community can contribute to a sense of ownership of the space. This results
in more respect from local users and lessens risk of vandalism whilst
positively contributing to the cultural heritage of a town or city.

“Urban managers should view skateparks as a
means by which to reward and encourage specific
character traits in young people, principally personal
responsibility, self-sufficiency and entrepreneurialism.”
- Ocean Howell, Skatepark as Neo-liberal Playground, 2008.

A PROVEN, SUCCESSFUL SOCIAL MODEL
When considering an argument against the creation of a new
skatepark within a community, take a moment to examine the
evidence.
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Across the world, thousands of concrete skateparks have been created as
many communities begin to understand that lifestyle sports such as
skateboarding and BMX are now mainstream. They understand the positive
benefits of promoting a healthy and active lifestyle that concrete skatepark
encourages.

A negative social model is not replicated
around the world thousands of times over.

POSITIVE SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGIES
Talk to a Police Force or Local Council with a skatepark within their parish,
and they are likely to extol its positive virtues, and list all of the reasons as we
have, as to why it is a fantastic idea. The reports from Woodley, Tilehurst and
Newbury Councils in the first section of this report are testament to this.

POSITIVE BENEFITS FOR THE WIDER COMMUNITY
We are all aware of the need to channel young people’s potential, and bring
the community together.
Time and time again creating a skatepark has also helped create a more
positive and diverse community, as young people, local residents, teachers,
local councils, MPs and the local law enforcement unite around a shared
vision.

REDUCTION IN STREET CRIME & ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
Having a skatepark within a community has shown, time and time again, that
it can actually reduce street crime and anti-social behaviour. For more
information, please see the ‘Local Concerns’ section.

FREE TO USE PUBLIC SPACES
Well managed, free-to-use public spaces enhance any community within
which they are situated. Where green spaces are concerned, they are
particularly important, they are the heart and lungs of our community.
Significant research supports the notion that urban open spaces offer health
benefits to city residents through exposure to a natural environment.
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The value of urban open space can also be considered with regards to the
specific functions it provides, the nature function, urban design function,
economic function, social retreat function, and outdoor recreation function.

ENHANCEMENT OF A PUBLIC SPACE
By creating a new skatepark and landscaping the area around it, our project
would improve and enhance the area within which it is situated by including
landscaping, trees, paths, benches and a water fountain.

A POSITIVE ATMOSPHERE
Participants and their parents, passers-by and the simply curious represent
the different users of the site. The scenery and the resulting atmosphere
confer a particular flavour on the place: a place where one can relax,
stimulate or be stimulated...this success is certainly linked to the fact that the
design not been imposed by city planners but chosen by the users
themselves.

LEISURE STRATEGIES
A safe and attractive place for young people to gather is a proven positive
leisure strategy. Providing a positive space for young people is proven to be a
constructive way to produce a happier more vibrant community. These kinds
of social and environmental strategies are a vital part of combating street
crime and anti-social behaviour.

SKATEPARKS CAN DISPLACE OTHER LESS DESIRABLE
ACTIVITIES IN AN AREA
Skaters love skateboarding. That’s what they’re into, the same applies to BMX
riders. For the dedicated skater or rider, any activity that disrupts their time
participating in their sport is going to be a problem…and few obstacles will
prevent the skater from pursuing it. When skateparks are built in places where
there are existing problems—criminal activity, vandalism, and so on—the
skaters will serve to displace those people who prefer a remote, secluded
environment.

BUILDING PROSPEROUS COMMUNITES
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We believe in building safe, strong and inclusive communities. We wish to
increase participation, improve quality facilities, improve access and to
encourage and evolve volunteering. All of these factors help to create
healthy & vibrant communities.

EXPONENTIAL CONTINUED GROWTH
Millions of people skateboard and ride BMX throughout the world. According
to the Tony Hawk Foundation, in 2008 there were 13 million skaters in the
U.S. alone.
The Tony Hawk Foundation is a U.S charity set up by the legendary skater
Tony Hawk after receiving thousands of letters and emails from parents and
children who did not have a safe place to skate within their community.
There are an estimated 3,500 skateparks in the U.S, yet most towns do not
have such a facility. Since it was established in 2002, the Foundation has
helped to fund the creation of 501 skateparks across the U.S. to date,
therefore helping millions of people.
The mission of the foundation is as follows:“The Tony Hawk Foundation seeks to foster lasting improvements in
society, with an emphasis on supporting and empowering youth.
Through special events, grants, and technical assistance, the
Foundation supports recreational programs with a focus on the creation
of public skateboard parks in low-income communities.”
Many local authorities remain indebted to the support of the Foundation:“The whole skatepark experience has been a wonder to skaters and
non-skaters alike. Senior citizens marvel at the athleticism and
imaginations of the skaters, and skaters have a new respect for how a
small-town village government can work if patience and fortitude are
applied. We remain indebted to the Foundation not only for the cash
and vouchers, but for also the insights into the sport and the little pep
talks we received throughout the process. What you did for us here in
Somerset was the catalyst that made it possible.”
— David Snider, Councilman, Somerset, Ohio
For more information visit www.tonyhawkfoundation.org
The Foundation adds to the evidence that these sports are growing in
popularity at an exponential rate, they are not a fad, a craze or a trend that will
disappear.
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These sports have become part of the fabric of modern day
life, and are here to stay.
OLYMPIC & FUTURE OLYMPIC SPORTS
BMX riding is an officially recognised Olympic Sport. It is only a matter of
time before Skateboarding achieves the same status, particularly when you
consider that Snowboarding, which evolved from Skateboarding, is already
an Olympic Sport.

BMX is an Olympic sport. It is only a matter of time before
Skateboarding achieves the same status.
To refer to Skateboarding and BMX riding as a minority sporting activity is
factually incorrect.

PEOPLE ON THE BENEFITS OF SKATEPARKS
“There isn’t a dry day when the youngsters are not out on it”
Jean Gardner. Chairman of Tilehurst Parish Council.

“Every town should have a skatepark, they’re a fantastic resource for
the community”
Kevin Murray. Service Support Manager. Woodley Town Council

“We thoroughly support the development of the skate park in Henley.
A skate park helps young people to integrate, and in addition it should
be noted that such facilities appeal to a wide range of ages and would
therefore be a strong community facility. Other communities have seen
their skate parks used by ages ranging from 8 – to adults in their 40s.”
Nicole O’Donnell. Community Development Officer. Oxford Playing Fields Association

The Councillors and our PCSO team are 100% behind the [Sonning
Common] project and all see it as the best way of encouraging our
young people to be active and to develop their physical skills and fair
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competitive instincts rather than hanging about bored in the village
centre.
Philip Collings. Clerk to Sonning Common Parish Council

In response to a 19% reduction in anti-social behaviour in Dorchester
since the completion of their skatepark, their Police Section
Commander said:
“This reduction is a tremendous result for the town and shows the real
value of having such a good facility for young people. The park is the
place to go, either to take part or just to sit and watch. The young
people are extremely good at policing it themselves, looking after the
younger and less experienced park users.
Inspector Les Fry, Dorchester Section Commander

"We think skateparks are really important, they provide a vital facility or
resource for young, youth age groups often in areas which are very
densely populated where perhaps there isn’t a high provision of
facilities or open spaces."
Dan Taylor, Southwark Councillor.

We could fill pages and pages with positive comments from community
figures across the world. We feel the few examples here give a good and fair
representation of the positive views towards skateparks.
You need only google ‘skateparks reduce crime’ for pages and pages of
evidence. For these results, see the link following link. http://bit.ly/GBXBkC

SURVEY – NEED & DEMAND
In order to identify local opinions and support, we distributed a survey to the
following local schools: Trinity, Shiplake Primary, Valley Road, Gillotts, Sacred
Heart, St Mary’s and Badgemore.
The local schools were very supportive in assisting us. We had nearly 500
completed surveys returned to us, containing 1,000’s of items of data.

ANALYSIS
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The following pie-charts represent the key points of the date we collected.

YES = 48.75%. NO = 51.25%
*our findings were that the ‘no’ percentage would increase significantly if we
only considered the surveys completed by the older school children.

YES = 90.59%. NO = 9.41%
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YES = 28.57%. NO = 71.43%

YES = 90.01

NO = 9.09%
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COMMENTS FROM THE SURVEYS
Kiri, 10: ‘can we make the new ramps out of a different material,
because you get splinters and fibre-glass at the moment’
Tabatha, 9: ‘the skate ramps give you friction burns’
Dino, 9: ’we’d like lots and lots of ramps’
Isobel, 9: ‘when are you planning on starting the project?’
Paola, 9: ‘do you know roughly when the skateboard park will be finished?’
Samuel, 9: ‘upgrade it!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!’
Nicole and Talia, 7: ‘can we have toilets at the grounds?’
Jodie, 10: ‘I would go there if there was more ramps’
Toby, 10: ‘I’d love an outdoor free place to play’
Henry, 10: ‘I would appreciate if you built a new skatepark’
Ben, 11: ‘I think it is a great idea. I think everyone will use it, especially me. Could
you try to put bowls in?’
Alex, 10: ‘Please can you build, if you’re allowed, some things like you showed us?’
Ethan, 9: ‘There should be a sign saying no smoking’
Lydia, 11: I’d really like having a new skatepark. It would be much more exciting’
Holly, 11: ‘Please can you make it that all ages can go there’
Katie, 10: ‘toilets would be good’
Henry, 10: ‘the only free thing I’ve seen is the current skatepark, and it isn’t very
good’
Max, 10: ‘The skatepark should be more inclusive for all ages and regularly
checked by the police’
Zack, 15: ‘The size is not the issue, the quality is’
Oscar, 15: ‘when the park re-opens, we should hold events every now and again’
Lois, 15: ‘Henley is mostly available to older people’
Peter, 15: ‘This is actually improving something, for once’
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SUMMARY
The survey data speaks for itself. There is overwhelming support
for the upgrading of the skatepark.

SUPPORTER’S SIGNATURES
COLLECTION
After undertaking the first Gazebo session in Falaise Square in October 2011
- an outdoor meet and greet in order for to raise awareness of our proposals,
and to educate local residents, it was mentioned some people, with time
pressures on that day, that they did not have time to complete the survey that
we has prepared, but that they would be very willing to sign a document in
support. Hence we decided to start a signatures of support document.
We gained further signatures at our stand at the Christmas Festival in
December 2011, and an awareness session in the reception of the Henley
College in February 2011.
On the 25th of February we introduced an online version, which can be found
here. www.petitionbuzz.com/petitions/henleyskatepark

NUMBERS

To date we have collected 1,381 signatures of support.
We intend to continue collecting signatures until we received council
permission for a site, a subsequent design and gain the required funding. By
that point in time, we realistically aim to gain more than 2,500 signatures as a
minimum target.
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LOCAL SUPPORT
Local Law Enforcement.
We contacted Henley Chief Inspector Mark Harling asking if he had any
concerns about an upgraded facility. He raised no points of concern.
We spoke with PCSO Claire Hewitt and Janice Smith. They confirmed that
they sometimes receive phone calls with regards to after behaviour after dark
at Makins, but that they have no overall concerns with regards to a new
skatepark and felt that providing facilities for young people to occupy their
time would be a good idea.
Henley Youth Club.
The HYC have been very supportive of our idea from the start. They understand
what we want, and they understand why it is necessary. We have built a strong
relationship with the HYC, we are now working in conjunction with them, which
allows us to utilise their registered charity status, something that will be extremely
helpful by giving us added credibility and enable us to access avenues of funding
that otherwise would not be available to us.

John Howell Conservative MP.

We met with our local MP John Howell. In advance of meeting him, we asked
him if he felt that a new skatepark would be a good idea. In order to be able to
give an informed answer, Mr. Howell contacted Thame’s Police
Neighbourhood Officer and requested a report on the success of their
skatepark, and any issues related to it. (see appendix item X for report.)
The report states that ‘the skatepark has proved very popular’ and ‘it is a
useful asset for Thame Youth’.
Thame Police have only recorded two incidents of crime or ASB since the
creation of the skatepark years ago - both relating to the nearby shelter. It was
noted that local skaters were against the youth shelter from the start of the
project.
The Police report summarised that the skatepark causes no concerns.
Thame Town Council confirmed that they have no current issues or
complaints regarding the skatepark.

N.O.M.A.D.
We have discussed our proposals with NOMAD and they are in full
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support. They can see how a completed facility could add value to the lives of
the people that they help. They also attended one of our public meetings and
spoke out in support.
The Henley Standard.
While maintaining a neutral stance in their reporting, as any newspaper should the Standard has been very supportive of our cause, and have proved to be
invaluable in helping us raise awareness. We have forged strong links with the
reporters of the paper, who follow us on Twitter - and recently sent us messages
of support.
The British Lions.
We met with the Henley group of the British Lions and they have been very
supportive. They very generously contributed to the costs of our Henley Youth
Festival Demo and also helping with marshaling. They have since communicated
that they have been very impressed with our efforts and believe in what we are
trying to do.
The Henley Youth Festival.
The H.Y.F contacted us in support and asked if we’d like to take part in their
event in Falaise Square on March 17th, which we gladly accepted. There are
some equipment hire costs and the H.Y.F have helped to support this.
Ex Olympic Skier, TV Presenter and local father Graham Bell.
Graham understands the need for people to be active, he conducted the official
opening of the existing Makins Facility, and has supported us via facebook.
Singer and local mother Carol Decker.
We chatted with Carol at the Christmas Festival in December 2011 and she was
supportive of creating a family friendly environment at a new skatepark. She has
since offered her support on Twitter and has kindly promoted our online
signatures of support.
The Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association.
The OPFA contacted us to offer their support in helping us to achieve our
goals. Their aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including those with
disabilities, living in urban and rural communities in Oxfordshire have access to
good quality facilities, and opportunities to take part in a range of sports and
recreational activities, including children's play, in order to meet local needs.
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Please see a copy of the letter in the appendix.
www.oxonrcc.org.uk/who-we-are/partner-organisations/opfa

Splashlight magazine.
Local magazine Splashlight did a feature on skateboarding, where one of their
correspondents undertakes various challenges.
“My biggest problem was the condition of the ramps and tarmac surface they
were on – the more I fell off the board the more obvious it became as to why the
skaters of Henley were badgering the council for a new skate park.”
www.splashlight.net/on-life/adventure/71-challenge-no1-skateboarding

The following local groups or organisation have also expressed their support
for our project.
Henley In Transition, Be There Henley, Waitrose, The Henley College
Student Union, Transforming Henley For Young People, the H.I.F.F. and
Henley In Bloom.

EVENTS & AWARENESS CREATION
FIRST PUBLIC MEETING - THE SCOUT HUT. JUNE 2011.
In accordance with HTC’s resolve to recommend, we held our first public meeting
in June 2011 in order to present our ideas, identify stakeholders - but most
importantly to hold a Q&A session so that local people could present their views,
ask questions and raise any concerns that they might have.
Our main aim was to listen.
The meeting was attended by about sixty people, including a good number of
councillors. The overall feedback from the meeting was very positive. It was
extremely helpful in helping us fully identify and understand the concerns of local
residents.
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SECOND PUBLIC MEETING - TOWN HALL. OCTOBER 2011.
Although we had informed the Henley Standard, the first public meeting was not
advertised in the paper. The HTC quite rightly advised us that any further public
meetings that we hold must be properly advertised, and that it is imperative that
we leaflet any housing that is near the Makins Recreation Ground in order to
make them aware of the meeting and to be able to express their views.
For our second Public Meeting we followed HTC’s recommendations. The
meeting was advertised in the Henley Standard, we put posters up in town
(where allowed), we also prepared and delivered a leaflet to all residences on the
Gainsborough Estate, Greys Road from Church Street to Green Lane, Grey’s
The Close, Deanfield Road up to the Valley Road roundabout, St Anne’s Close,
Harcort and Haywards Close.
We delivered a presentation of our ideas as per the first public meeting. Again
the meeting was well attended, however the concerns that were raised were the
same as at the first. See our ‘Local Concerns’ section for our response or
recommendations relating to these.

JAM SESSION - OCTOBER 2011
A Jam session is a competition where riders use the skatepark to show their skills
and spectators come to watch. Despite the rain, the event was well attended by
locals both participating and spectating.

GAZEBO IN FALAISE SQUARE - OCTOBER 2011
We felt that it would be a good idea for us to have a gazebo / stand in Falaise
Square in order to raise awareness and to give people a good idea of our
plans. We had a screen showing videos of the existing skatepark and new
concrete skateparks built in the local area, graphics representing completed and
proposed UK skateparks - and copies the survey we prepared for local users and
non-users to complete. Many local adults and youngsters stopped by to see our
plans, learn more about our proposals and offer their support. The day was an
over riding success. A number of people who did not have time to complete the
survey asked if they could sign in support. As a result of this we started a
‘signatures of support’ document.

SURVEY
As well as getting surveys completed by visitors to our Gazebo, we also
distributed the same survey to the schools of Henley. We had nearly 500
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returned to us completed by local school children. See the survey section for
details.

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL - DEC 2011
We had another Gazebo session at the Christmas Festival. In addition to the
previous session, we had a signatures of support document for people to sign, a
clay model of a concrete skatepark in order to help people visualise a concrete
skatepark. We also baked cakes and biscuits which we sold as a fundraising
initiative. We raised over £100 and gained nearly 300 signatures of support.

WAITROSE COMMUNITY MATTERS FUNDRAISING SCHEME
FEBRUARY 2011
We applied to Waitrose in order to take part in their green token ‘Community
Matters’ fundraising scheme. Waitrose were very supportive and granted us our
wish, running over the month of February 2012. We were alongside the Rowing
Club and the Hockey Club, two very well established local clubs and both
recognised Olympic Sports.
We got far more tokens than both and raised a total of £430. The Rowing Club
and Hockey Club raised £320 and £250 respectively.

HENLEY YOUTH FESTIVAL - TRIALS RIDING DEMO.
MARCH 2011
The Henley Youth Festival are in support of our proposals for a new
skatepark. They contacted us to see if we would be interested in taking part in
their ‘Commotion In The Square’ event. Needless to say, we were delighted at
this invitation and gratefully accepted.
A skatepark supports many different wheeled sports, one of those being Trials
Riding. We decided to put on a display of Trials Riding in order to educate
people that we are looking to embrace as many wheeled sports as possible in our
proposals.
Although the day started with a lot of rain, it ceased by midday and was a
resounding success. We also had our usual Gazebo. We got many more
signatures of support and raised further money towards our cause. We have
purchased sealed collection tins and therefore will only open them once they are
full.
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MP John Howell stopped by to show dis support and grab a photo-opportunity
with our chairman.
What is Trials Riding? See the following link for details.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mountain_bike_trials

PUBLICITY / PRESS
THE HENLEY STANDARD ARTICLES
The Henley Standard have been, and continue to be, very supportive of our
cause. Our awareness events have been well covered by the newspaper with
numerous articles since June 2011, which have been extremely helping in raising
awareness and generating support. We continue to build and maintain strong
links with the paper.

LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO THE HENLEY STANDARD
A number of people of all ages have written in to the council in support. No doubt
as Town Councillors, you will have read these.
Here a some quotes from a two of these letters.

“In no way would a new skate park encourage drug-users or vandals with
malicious intent (of which there are few in Henley). It would simply provide the
skating residents of Henley with a much safer and more popular facility”
14 year old Henley Resident.

“There are many other skate parks nearby, such as those in Marlow and
Maidenhead, that are so much better and well kept. We really need a new
skate park”
14 year old Highmoor Resident.

FACEBOOK
Facebook has been an excellent form of communication and awareness raising,
particularly with users and potential users of the skatepark, it has proved to be a
very effective way of communicating, particularly with the younger age
demographic.
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At the time of writing, we have 526 Facebook ‘Likes’ - which is a way of showing
that you are in support. Nearly all of these Likes in support have been received
from local people.

www.facebook.com/Henleyskatepark

WEBSITE
We are fully aware that not everyone uses facebook. We have purchased the
domain name www.henleyskatepark.org and is now an active website.

TWITTER
The Micro-blogging social network site has proved to be an excellent way of
raising awareness with local businesses. We have over 260 followers, nearly half
of that comprises of local businesses, local organisations and local people.
As a result of our use of twitter as a form of raising awareness and
communication, we have had had a local businesswoman write to the HTC in
support of our project.

https://twitter.com/#!/henleyskatepark

LOCAL PEOPLE & BUSINESSES FOLLOWING US ON TWITTER.
Including Mark Harling - Henley Police Inspector, The Henley Standard, The
Regal Picturehouse, Oxfam Music & Books, Henley Youth Centre, Helen &
Douglas House, The Henley Guides, Hobbs of Henley, Type One Creative, Sue
Ryder Nettlebed, The Henley International Film Festival, The Henley Youth
Festival, Thames Steamers, Custom Blackout Blinds, Allan Staley –
Photographer, Henley Hampers, The Henley Pages, WIGG, The Spice Merchant
Duncan McBrayne – Photographer, Vanessa Cozens – Solicitor, Sally Todd PR,
City & County Signs, Posh Paws Dog Grooming, Round & About Magazine,
Henley Training, Temptation Gifts, Naughty Mutt Nice, Henley Development
Jacksons Residential, Henley Chiropractic, Marc Baker Marquees, Thomas
James Recruitment, Mill Meadows Nursery, Deep Clothing, Woodley Autos
Group.
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LOCAL CONCERNS – OUR ACTION / RESPONSE
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AND CRIME.
There is a misconception within some peoples’ minds that a skatepark can
increase anti-social behaviour and street crime. However statistically, this is not
true. Speak to any local council or police force - and they are likely to tell you the
opposite, that having a skatepark within their community actually reduces streetcrime and ASB.

A marked drop of 34.9% in levels of youth disorder
was recorded in Beat 6, where the skatepark is located,
since 2002-2006. Anecdotal evidence suggests that there is
a code of honour among those who attend the
skatepark. This encourages youths to behave appropriately
for fear of spoiling it for others.
- Strathclyde Police Report.

The Police Crime-mapping statistics show that there was one incident of
recorded A.S.B at the Makins Recreation Ground (M.R.G) from January 2011 to
December 2012 (since records have been published online). It must be
remembered that this sole incident is not necessarily linked to the existing
skatepark.
Over the same period, there were 353 recorded incidents of A.S.B throughout
Henley.
Therefore the percentage of incidents occurring at Makins Recreation Ground in
comparison to the whole of Henley, is 0.28%.

Over the same period, there were a total of 1012 incidents of
street-crime and A.S.B throughout Henley. Therefore the
percentage of incidents occurring at Makins Recreation
Ground , in comparison to the whole of Henley, is 0.09%
data source:- www.police.uk/overview/?q=Henley-onThames,%20Oxfordshire%20RG9%201TE,%20UK
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Considering that one incident has been recorded in the time that the crimefigures have been made public, it is a fair assumption to say that the above
percentage will drop in favour of the recreation ground as more data is made
available.
Speak to other local councils regarding any issues at their existing skateparks,
and they will tell you how successful they have been, and how they, nor their
police force, have any concerns with regards to behaviour.

Evidence across the world shows that a skatepark
is likely to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour.
There is no evidence to prove that it would cause an
increase.
In Portland, Oregon, skateboarders took it upon themselves to build an
unauthorised concrete skatepark called Burnside, in a dis-used area under a
flyover, built by the hands of the skaters using materials that they purchased
with their own money, or had donated.
Before the skatepark was built, the area had an extremely high crime rate.
There were old syringes, dirty mattresses and human waste. It was a hangout
for criminals, homeless and junkies.
The creation of a successful skatepark meant that the area was in constant
use by people participating in sports – as a result all the previous undesirable
people and activity was displaced.
The Portland Chief of Police is now in full support of skateparks in all
communities as a result of the creation of Burnside skatepark.
Google search ‘Skateparks reduce crime’ for endless evidence in support of
the fact that crime and ASB tends to decrease in the locality of a skatepark.
A well-designed skate facility would be very well used by a wide age
demographic. Busy areas with an adult presence tend not to be areas with an
ASB problem.

NOISE
We understand and fully appreciate that noise is a concern at the current
facility. The materials in use, steel frames with a fibre-glass covering, creating
a hollow structure, are effectively a drum.
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Concrete skateparks are considerably quieter than the existing Henley facility.

Independent noise studies conducted by the Skatepark
Association of the United States of America (SPAUSA)
shows that the maximum noise levels from a concrete
skateparks containing 50 users, from a distance on 10
metres, is 78 decibels, similar to the noise of a hair dryer.
www.spausa.org/noise-skateparks.html

The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association put 78 decibels into
context with the following:

•

80–90 dB = blow-dryer, kitchen blender, food processor

•

70 dB = busy traffic, vacuum cleaner, alarm clock
www.asha.org/public/hearing/Noise

This proves that the noise levels are less than that of the passing traffic on
Greys Road.

In the creation of a new concrete skatepark at Makins Recreation
Ground, we are addressing the local concerns of noise, not adding
to them, as some would have you believe.

LOCATION
Skaters for Public Skateparks (SPS) confirm that good access and a central
location is vital to the success of a skatepark. An accessible site will allow
users to reach and navigate the area freely. Access should be comfortable
and inviting.
SPS continue to discuss visibility and sociability when creating a skatepark. It
is tempting to rely upon social stigmas and stereotypes. While it may be true
that a facility that attracts teenagers should be visible, it is not so that those
users can get away with bad behaviour. Instead, skateparks must be visible
because skateboarders and bike riders are our youth. They should be treated
with the same pride and respect that we, as a society, we offer to the
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participants of other sports. Placing a skatepark where the community can
see it essentially says that the skatepark and its users are important to the
community. Visibility helps all visitors read the environment and increase their
comfort levels
Good access is also vital in the unlikely event that any of the emergency
services need to attend the site.

MAKINS RECREATION GROUND
Some local residents have requested that we consider various locations
suited for a skatepark.
Our location investigation is now complete and our findings have
strengthened our recommendations for Makins Recreation Ground (MRG) as
the best suited location for an upgraded and modernised skate park.
Unfortunately the other locations we have considered have failed to tick a
range of boxes we find of crucial importance, such as safety and accessibility
in terms of travel distance for users of all ages.
We are well aware that to some members of community, an increased
distance between a skatepark and any residential housing is preferred. To
us, as users of all ages, parents and grandparents, we find that the close
proximity to home and schools is important for the safety and trust in the
facilities as a positive and active alternative to electronic gaming and other
indoor activities.
The key arguments for why MRG remains the best suited location are as
following, ranked in order of importance:
•

Position/Location: The location is NOT isolated and is central to all
schools

•

Safety: It is safe and easy to access for all ages and means of
transport (bikes, blades, walk, car)

•

Surrounding neighbourhoods: In the middle of several domicile
neighbourhoods with many families and children

•

Room for ‘play to progress’: Safe transition between top play ground
and skate park (urban sport facility)
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•

Room to extend user group: Close proximity to Headway, Henley
Youth club and Henley Scouts, facilities could be utilised without much
effort in terms of traffic.

•

Room for park to expand: There is room to expand the existing
facility without infringing on the overall park. Making the most of the
curved landscape bowls and walls can be recessed into the ground.

•

Public Space/Publicly owned space: The ground is council owned,
and the council are obliged to maintain the current, but out-dated,
facilities.

•

Family friendly location: Ideal for families of all ages to relax and
have picnics, whilst being entertained (wheel-sports are a spectator
sport)

•

Local business: Due to proximity to town centre could have positive
impact on local businesses

•

Prevention of crime & anti-social behaviour: Although the
skaters/users of the facilities have a good and inclusive community in
amongst themselves, they are not always capable of preventing or
stopping anti-social activities, which stretch beyond their group. The
locations proximity to local housing, the users’ homes, their parents
and the influx of other by passers by is therefore of crucial importance.

The following 4 locations have been selected on the basis of moving the
facilities further away from domicile neighbourhoods, but still maintaining
accessibility. But as mentioned in the introduction the locations have been
found unsuited for the various reasons, listed below.
The Green next to football Club Mill Meadow (where the first ramps were):
Although this has good parking, it is considered too secluded. This makes it a
poor option, irrespective of other concerns about the suitability of the site.
Central Mill Meadow by the bandstand:
This is a good location, owned by the council with good parking and with a
good adult presence in the daytime. There would be concerns about it being
used after dark as a potential hang out for non-skaters and riders. The
environment agency may have potential concerns about the construction of a
skatepark.
Two derelict tennis Courts at the College Playing fields, Deanfield Road:
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This site it not believed to be within the Council’s ownership, and parking on
neighbourhood streets may be a consideration. There are concerns about
accessibility, due to the heavy traffic on the Fair mile.
NOTE: We considered the area behind the Youth Centre as an option, but our
investigation showed that the land is owned by three different land-owners –
none of which are the Council. For many obvious reasons, this site is not an
option.

LITTER
Litter is a very unsavoury problem that sadly affects the whole nation. It is
also the problem that affects other areas of Henley – and it something that we
are keen to minimise.
But we need to be very clear that the problem of litter is not only an issue that
affects the skatepark. It should not be used as a reason against a proposed
facility.
By leading by example, educating those seen dropping litter, encouraging
community ownership of any leisure facility, introducing more bins, we hope to
reduce the levels of litter around the skatepark and on the recreation ground
as a whole.
The H.S.I has been doing its best to remind the younger users that in order to
achieve our goal of a new skatepark, that we all need to act responsibly. We
have done our best to communicate and emphasise that we must reduce litter
levels starting immediately. We believe that this has had a noticeable effect in
the immediate area.
Some members of the Henley Skatepark Initiative recently took park in the
Henley In Transition local litter pick. We visited Makins. We observed that
overall litter levels were not nearly as bad as is often reported by those
against the proposed facility - particularly considering the insufficient number
of bins in the area.

HOURS OF USE
We have been asked about hours of use. Some residents voiced concerns
about the completed facility being used well into the night.
As we are not considering flood-lighting as part of our plan, night-time use
would not be possible, quite simply because any given user would not be able
to see adequately.
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DAMAGE TO FACILITY
The question of the possibility of damage to the facility was raised. Both in
reference to continued use and by non-participants or vandals.
A spray concrete skatepark is virtually damage proof. There are no loose
fixings or moving parts. The only possible scenario that some would consider
damage, would be artistic expression in the form of street art or graffiti.

IS LIGHTING REQUIRED?
We do not consider lighting unnecessary when planning a new skatepark for
Henley, primarily out of respect for residents living in the surrounding area.
Other reasons are the cost of purchase, installation and electricity costs.

DOES SUCH A FACILITY NEED TO BE FENCED?
A majority of outdoor skateparks are not fenced off. We do not feel a fence
would be appropriate at our proposed skatepark.
When we talking about fencing, we are not talking about a small fence or low
wall in order to demarcate an area or boundary, we mean a high fenced
facility that is locked between late evening and the morning.
A fence is constricting to freedom, and can be seen as a barrier to
engagement. As any completed facility will be free for all to use, we do not
see high fencing or a lockable gated area around the completed facility to be
a good idea.
Let us not forget that using a large amount of fencing would significantly eat
into our budget, thus meaning a smaller facility for the youth of Henley.
A gated, lockable fence would/could result in the need for a key holder or
caretaker to open and close the skatepark, 365 days a year. Wages could re
required as a result.

DOG MESS
This is a significant problem on the Makins Recreation Ground, more so than
litter. As everyone is aware, this is an extremely unhygienic issue that poses
serious health risks and even disease, to someone who may accidentally
come into contact with it.
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The provision of the correct disposal facilities for faeces disposal is severely
lacking. The fact that areas of the recreation ground are under used is likely
to exacerbate the problem.

SAFETY & SUPERVISION
LESS DANGEROUS THAN OTHER SPORTS
There is a common misconception that skateboarding is a particularly
dangerous leisure activity in comparison to other sports.
An investigation by The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents
(ROSPA) found that:

‘the number and severity of accidents that will
occur to participants in wheeled sports in the area
will be much higher if such a facility is not provided.’
The ROSPA also reported that:

In 2002, 11,500 people in the U.K were admitted
to hospital after trampoline accidents.
Yet we think nothing of allowing our children to play, completely unsupervised,
on a trampoline in the garden.
Skateboarding is a positive and healthy activity for today’s youth that is just as
safe, or safer, than many traditional physical activities. Studies indicate that
one-third of all skateboarding injuries occur in a beginning skater’s first weeks
of skating.
Professors Laforest & Dumas, of the Department of Kinesiology at the
University of Montreal and the School of Human Kinetics and the Faculty of
Health Sciences at the University of Ottawa respectively - conducted the
sociological study ‘Skateparks as a health-resource - July 2008’
They undertook 388 days of observation over 11 skateparks, including 23 indepth interviews with both male and female skaters. Their conclusions are
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that less that 1% sustained any injury whatsoever, and this percentage
includes scrapes, cuts and bruises.
The Skatepark Association of the U.S.A (SPAUSA) is a pro-active non profit
organization that helps communities get skateparks. SPAUSA provide the
following data:The U.S. Consumer Safety Commission (CPSC) ranked sports and recreation
equipment on a mean severity index which ranged from 10 to 2516 (10 being
the least severe).
Swimming pools were given 335, bicycles 70 and skateboarding 34. They
also found that irregular riding surfaces accounted for over 50% of the
injuries.

They found that Basketball had 3.6% of injuries in
comparison to the total number of participants, Football
1.42% and skateboarding 0.49%
When injuries due occur in experienced skaters it most commonly attributed
to irregular riding surfaces.
From this data it is only logical to conclude that the majority of skateboarding
injuries are preventable, and that skateboarding can be an even safer activity
when practised in a controlled environment.

According to the Canadian Amateur Skateboarding
Association only 5% of all skateboarding injuries actually
occur in skateparks. Injury rates are much higher when there
are no specific facilities available.
Not providing the correct facilities will increase the number of injuries as
participants are forced to practise their sport in the proximity of motor vehicles
and pedestrians.
Skateboarding and BMX riding on roads, pavements, near traffic or
pedestrians significantly increases the chance of an injury that would need to
be treated by a medical professional.
A nurse working in the Accident & Emergencies department of Townlands
Hospital attended our first public meeting held in the Scout Hut, Greys Road on
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June 16th 2011. In the Question and Answer session, she put forward, without
prompting, that she was only aware of two injuries that required medical
treatment as a result of the existing skatepark at Makins.

Townlands A&E Nurse only aware of two injuries
requiring treatment in relation to the existing Makins
skatepark, that’s over a 10 year period.

When discussing BMX and bicycle riding, let us consider that in 2009, over 2,200
people died riding their bikes on Britain’s roads - that is six people every
day. Since 2001, there have been an average of 16,000 cycling casualties
annually on our public highways. Let us encourage our young people to practise
their bike sports in a safe and controlled environment.
Do you want your child exposed to such risk unnecessarily? Of course you do
not. A sure fire way of reducing this risk of serious injury and death - is to provide
the correct facilities - a suitable skatepark

POSITIVE MODELS OF BEHAVIOUR
The skatepark has an almost peaceful, genial, non-competitive atmosphere.
There is an unwritten code of ethics between Skateboarders and BMX riders.
They share a common interest which brings them together and creates a
mutual respect. As a result they look out for each other.

SELF-POLICING / AN ADULT PRESENCE.
Modern concrete skateparks, when designed and located correctly, are well
used, popular, and are used by a wide age demographic. Consider also that
these are sports that focus on artistic expression, and as a result spectators
will always gather.
Let us be clear on this, spectators are not limited to young skaters or BMX
riders - they are often the young, middle-aged and old, many that have never
tried such sports, and quite possibly do not intend to - but they are fascinating
leisure pursuits.
In addition to spectators, there may be many older skaters or
riders. Respected members of the community who took up the sports in their
youth, and still participate to this day. When also considering the
demographic in and around a skatepark, there will also be adults bringing
their children to the skatepark. Often they will stay and watch, be they a
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mother, father, older brother or sister, aunt or uncle, godfather and
godmother.
A well designed and used facility has shown to reduce levels of street-crime
and anti-social behaviour. Simply put, people who wish to pursue drug-taking,
drinking ( be it under age or legal), or generally act in a manner not befitting of
a harmonious community - will not wish to proceed with such activities in a
area that is open and busy, for fear of exposure.

CULTURE OF RESPECT, TOGETHERNESS AND SHARING
Skateparks are social spaces that nurture certain types of Behaviour; they are
not ‘unregulated’, ‘lawless’ or ‘chaotic.’ There are always models of
Behaviour – waiting in line, or applauding skill – that bring users together;
skateparks are places that both require and teach mutual respect, discipline
and togetherness, through a shared appreciation of mutually beneficial norms.
Skateparks are socially inclusive places.

THE DESIGN PROCESS
USER CONTRIBUTION IS VITAL
User-contribution in the design process is vital in the success of a new
skatepark. Professional designer / builders are extremely experienced at
working with existing and potential users to ensure that the final design is
suitable for all abilities, whilst allowing room for progression.

MATERIALS
Modern outdoor skateparks are now made from concrete. Specifically referred
to as a spray in situ concrete skatepark, which is a free-form method of
construction. This method really is the only method that should be used when
creating a skatepark outdoors. All major outdoor events and competitions use
the spray concrete landscaped facilities.
CONCRETE HAS MANY ADVANTAGES
-

It is an ideal hard-wearing riding surface and skaters’ and riders’ first
choice.
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-

It’s vandal-proof, even under the most severe conditions.

-

It will not rust, rot, decay, burn, break, or bend, and doesn’t contain
loose fixings.

-

It’s much quieter than steel or wood.

-

It gives good traction and the least slippery when wet, it also dries the
quickest.

Concrete is far more durable and low maintenance than any other
skatepark material.

Concrete allows the architect/designer to create a bespoke skatepark that
perfectly meets the requirements of the site, user-group and the local
community the freedom to create progressive designs, especially where one transition
merges into another - by landscaping the chosen site by creating bowls,
curves, spines, ledges, rails, hips as well as other shapes – which are then
covered in a steel reinforced concrete running surface.
Concrete is undoubtedly the preferred surface for experienced riders, it lends
itself well to the shapes and forms which appear regularly in skate parks
whilst also offering a reliable unchanging surface meaning that the ‘feel’
throughout whilst riding is constantly of the best quality and the ‘flow’ or ‘lines’
created during design are unparalleled.

Concrete requires little to no maintenance and is
almost impossible to vandalise and offers a high
resilience against weather. For these reasons,
concrete facilities are an excellent potential
investment within a community.

Past experience has shown that skateparks constructed from steel, wood or
fiberglass are completely unsuitable for outdoor use because the lifespan of
such materials, when combined with consistent use and exposure to the
elements, is relatively short. As soon as a few years after completion of
construction, costly maintenance and repairs are usually required to be
carried out.
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Consider that approximately £85,000 was spent on the
construction and maintenance of the current facility at
Makins within a ten year period. This is poor value for
money in comparison of the total cost and long lifespan of a
concrete outdoor facility.
LIFESPAN
We have met with two of the suppliers of spray concrete skateparks with the
best track records in the UK. They confirmed to us that it is usually
somewhere between 30 to 40 years before one of their skateparks will require
any maintenance – and even then, this would not be serious structural work,
but more likely re-skimming some of the surfaces in order to make them
smoother.

PROPOSED SIZE & COST
We would like to increase the size of the existing facility from 504 square
metres, to 1,000 square metres.
Here is an aerial photo showing the existing facility, with the area between the
skatepark and the car park, highlighted in white, that we would like to expand
into – thus making better use of the available space without eating into the
main grass area of the recreation ground.
To put 1,000 square metres into context, the pedestrianized area of Falaise
Square is approximately 1,700 square metres in size.
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EXAMPLES OF EXISTING SKATEPARKS
It is not possible to give an exact figure in £ per square metres that a
skatepark will cost, because this will vary depending on the complexity of the
features contained within the skatepark.

Henley Skatepark Initiative Project Group Full Report for Henley Town Council. March 2012.

51

Mini-Bowl. £33,000. 122 square metres.

Mini Plaza. £33,000. 115 square metres.
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Double-Bowl. £91,000. 300 square metres.

Hartlepool. £150,000
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Hastings. £200,000.

SUPPLIERS OF CONCRETE SKATEPARKS
We would only consider using one of the professional UK skatepark
design/construction companies with one of the best track records in the
business. They employ professional architects and engineers and work to
extremely high standards.
On the evidence of quality and quantity skateparks that they have completed
in the U.K, and after researching the views of users of their finished parks, it is
our considered opinion that the following companies two are our preferred
suppliers.
MAVERICK INDUSTRIES LTD SKATEPARK DESIGN & BUILD
www.maverickindustries.co.uk
info@maverickindustries.co.uk
TEL: 0845 652 9990
Unit G2 . Arena Business Centre.
Holyrood Close. Poole. BH17 7FJ.
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WHEELSCAPE SKATEPARKS
www.wheelscape.co.uk
info@wheelscape.co.uk
TEL: 0117 941 5856
Wheelscape Skateparks
Unit 38. Easton Business Centre.
Felix Road, Easton.
Bristol. BS5 0HE.

The following companies also design and install concrete skateparks within
the UK.
Freestyle Skateparks
Gravity Skateparks
Bendcrete Skateparks
Acrete Skateparks

SUPPLIERS OF SKATEPARKS WITH OTHER MATERIALS
We have met and been in communication with manufacturers of outdoor
skateparks using materials other than concrete. In the course of our
investigations, it has been proven that these suppliers do not offer costeffective long-term solutions.

THE BUILD PROCESS
THE SITE
HSI group member and architect Andrew Selden undertook a very thorough
and detailed investigation report into the existing site and what we can look to
expect with regards to planning, the environment agency and site excavation.
Andrew’s full report is available in the appendix. Any questions you may have
regarding any of the above points, and more – should be found here.
SITE TESTS
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As with any building project, it is vitally important to have a full understanding
the land to be used – to know what is below ground, as the site preparation
would have to be prepared accordingly.
THE WATER TABLE
With any proposed skatepark site, it is imperative to do tests to determine the
water table level under the ground. Skateparks are design with incorporated
drainage in order to allow any rainwater that collects in the park, to drain away
with ease.

SITE PREPARATION
First the site must be cleared of any existing construction. In the case of
Henley, the existing skatepark would need to be dismantled and removed,
then the tarmac broken up and removed.

THE SHAPING / DRAINAGE
Once the earth on the site is carefully excavated and shaped, the correct
drainage must be installed. This is a crucial part of the design and build.
Without it, the finished park would resemble a pond in places after rainfall.

REINFORCEMENT
The area is then set out with reinforced steel - a rigid mesh that lines the
shaped earth. This gives the concrete finish its structural strength that is
requires in order to achieve its long life span.

THE CONCRETE
A pump sprays the concrete onto the prepared area using compressed air.
Curved templates are used to give a high level of accuracy.

THE FINISH
Finally the surface is hand finished through several passes, reducing the size
of steel trowels to give a smooth, durable polished surface. This is the method
used by the highest quality skatepark manufactures around the world.
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FUNDING
There are many funding options available to skatepark advocates. We have a
lot of information on this, but in order to keep this report from becoming too
long, we are just providing a list. This is by no means a complete list.
Woodley, Earley, Tilehurst, Marlow, High Wycombe, Marlow, High Wycombe
& Newbury all managed to fund their projects. We see no reason why we
cannot ours.
Some of the options available are:
Community Investment Fund, Youth Opportunity Fund, Sport England Award,
Landfill Communities Fund, Big Lottery Fund, Play England, Sportsmatch
Sport England, Awards for All, Reaching Communities Award, Community
Spaces Award, National Sports Foundation, Queen Elizabeth II Fields Fund,
Barclays for Sports, Youth Bank, Awards from Private Trusts, Local &
National Companies, Banks, Skate / Bike / Clothing companies, Section106
funding.
There is more information listed in the document available on the link below
titled ‘Guide To Funding in Oxfordshire’.
www.oxfordinspires.org/EE/images/resources/Guide_to_Funding_Opportunities_in_Oxfordshiredoc.pdf

PROJECT GROUP FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES.
We are fully aware that it is of vital importance that the HSI continue to
undertake our own fundraising events such as those and the Christmas
Festival, or the Henley Youth Festival Trials Riding demonstration. By doing
so we raise awareness of our cause, whilst at the same time showing willing
to prospective fundraising bodies that we are prepared to work hard for our
cause.

FEASIBILITY
The geographical spread of skate parks in the local area only serves to
highlight their success, and the deficiency of the provision of such a facility in
Henley-on-Thames.
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CURRENT PARK USE
The skatepark has been well used since its creation – despite the design
limitations, which occurred due to it being constructed by a company with no
knowledge of the sports that would use it. Imagine someone with no
experience of golf, being asked to design a golf course – it just would not
work.

LEVELS OF USE OF A NEW SKATEPARK
Look at the support we have generated. 526 Facebook likes and 1,381
signatures of support so far. These figures are going to continue to rise.
It cannot be reasonably argued that a new, well designed skatepark will not
get sufficient use.

CONTINUED USE
The key to continued long-term use of a skatepark, is a design that is chosen
by the existing and potential users working in conjunction with one on the
professional designers / builders with an exemplary track record.

LIFESPAN
As shown in this report, a concrete skatepark is an extremely cost effective
solution due to its long lifespan.

SUPERVISION
There are many free to use skateparks across the country that are very safe
and successful without the need for supervision.

SUPPORT
We have gained overwhelming support from existing users, potential users,
schools, parents, local businesses, local groups, the police, our local MP and
other local council’s with skateparks

FUNDING
There is a plethora of funding opportunities available. All other skateparks in
the local area have gained the funding required, we see no logical reason why
we, as one of the most wealthy towns in the country, cannot do the same.
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If we were not to receive the level of funding we are hoping for, we would look
to build in phases. The latter phase starting once further funding is secured.

SUPPLIERS
There are a selection of spray concrete skatepark designers and builders with
extremely good track records and a vast amount of experience in what they
do – providing top quality design, build and finishing. See the ‘Build Process’
section for information on suppliers.

AROUND THE SKATEPARK. MAKINS, THE FUTURE.
LANDSCAPING
Skateparks are artistic pieces of sculpture in themselves. They are by nature
low-profile, and sit very sympathetically within their surroundings. Tilehurst
skatepark is built in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Walk into the
field next to the skatepark, look back, and it is hardly noticeable.
We propose that we landscape the area around the skatepark. We would like
to include some soft curved grass covered banks between the skatepark and
the surrounding houses. Such a landscaping feature will also act as a viewing
and rest area for spectators.

TREES
We would like to improve the area by planting new trees around a new facility.

ACCESS / PATHS
Good access is vital for a concrete skatepark. A muddy path or approach
could soon render the new park unsafe. Therefore sufficient and well thought
out paths for access and moving around the edge of the park is vital.

BENCHES
Benches are important. Wheeled sports are a spectator sports. Adequate
seating is needed to accommodate visitors, spectators and participants at
rest.
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The following points are things we would expect the council to fund.

BINS
Adequate rubbish disposal facilities are crucial if litter is to be kept to a
minimum.

TOILETS
Although many skateparks do not have toilets next to them, this is something
that has been mentioned in the surveys that would enhance the area.

CCTV
This is something we feel might allay the fears of some local people, but is not
a necessity.

WATER FOUNTAIN
A water fountain is next to a skatepark is extremely important. Not only does
it offer hydration to users and visitors. It could arguably reduce the amount of
litter seeing as users would not be required to purchase bottles or cans of
drink.

SHELTER?
A common concern is that the shelter also seems to serve as a hangout for
other, both social and less social activities. Non of the skate park users wish
to amplify these matters by providing such hang-out.

MANAGEMENT OF THE FACILITY ONCE COMPLETED
DAY TO DAY CLEANING
Any skatepark that meets acceptable standards of quality will quickly become
a well used facility. Maintenance and clean up will be minimal compared to
other facilities, the day to day management required is minimal.
Concrete skateparks will yield years of full use, and yet remain virtually free to
maintain with the exception of waste disposal and inspections.
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The equipment that may be required for cleaning, is broom and a dust pan
and brush – to remove any debris such as twigs, gravel or stones that may
find their way into the skatepark. Occasionally a squeegee may be beneficial
to help users speed up the evaporation of any collected rainwater by using it
to direct water towards the park’s drainage area.
Many skaters that visit a concrete facility either by car or within walking
distance, are very likely to bring their own broom, dust-pan and brush, and will
sweep a facility before using it if required, without being prompted.
Whatever maintenance is required - it can be lessened by embracing
community ownership and educating users to keep the park clean and tidy.

MAINTENANCE
HTC have confirmed that the Parks’ Department would maintain the facility as
part of their role in maintaining MRG. However, this would not be more than
the emptying of bins and possible sweeping of the skatepark. They would not
be expected to carry out any sort of repair work to the skatepark itself.

HOW A NEW SKATEPARK CAN FURTHER ENRICH
THE COMMUNITY
FORMATION OF A SKATE / BIKE TEAM
We think that the formation of a Henley Skateboard Team, BMX Team &
Trials Riding Team would be a fantastic idea, helping to garner a team spirit of
cooperation and working together – whilst encouraging healthy pursuits.
Such teams could take part in events nationwide, and help with coaching.

USE OF FACILITY FOR COMPETITIONS
A completed top-quality skatepark could be used to hold skating and riding
competitions. Such events could help being trade to the town, plus generate
a local buzz, and additional revenue for the skatepark.

TRAINING SESSIONS
We think that coaching / training sessions for novice and intermediate users
would be a great way of continuing to promote a healthy lifestyle.
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VOLUNTEERS
Coaching sessions, as referred to above, could be held by local, experienced
skatepark users, who could donate a few hours of their time each month to
help give something back to the local community.

SESSIONS FOR THE DISABLED
We would like to encourage users from all abilities to use a completed facility,
including disabled people. It would be fantastic to see local Headway patients
gain mental and physical stimulation by using the skatepark on their
wheelchairs.

UNDER SIXES SESSIONS
We would love to introduce certain times in the week where the facility would
be open purely for the use of much younger users.

THE PROJECT GROUP
WHO WE ARE.
We are all Henley residents with the town’s best interests at heart. We
formed out of a shared belief that a high-quality skatepark would greatly
benefit the people of the town.

HOW AND WHEN WE FORMED
The initial group of people came together in April 2011. At the Council’s
request, we formed our Project Group and actively sought out new members
with a shared interest in improving our town.

OPEN MEMBERSHIP
The Henley Skatepark Initiative Project Group meetings are open to anyone
who wishes to attend – we have a very good online presence, therefore any
person wanting to make contact, can do so easily.
The group consists of core members and advising members (in alphabetical
order of surname).
Robert Adamson
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Ricardo Bowman
Colin Brathwaite
Jake Clark
Gill Dodds
Malcolm Dodds
Asbjorg Dunker
Karen Edwards
Rob Gurney
Tristan Haigh
Craig Johnston
James Lipscombe
Joe Lunnon
Jack Meek
Andrew Selden
Sophie Taylor
Advising Councilors
Kellie Gehrmann
Laila Meachin

Previous Members
David Adamson, the previous Chairman – stepped down due to time
pressures and work commitments.

GROUP STRUCTURE
Chairman – Colin Brathwaite.
07956 948 196.

colster7@gmail.com

Vice Chair - Asbjorg Dunker
07833 573 066

style@asbjorgdunker.co.uk

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER
By working in conjunction with the Henley Youth Centre, we are now able to
utilise their registered charity number, whilst retaining autonomy as a group.
This will open up funding opportunities only available to registered charities.
Thamesfield Youth Association.
A registered charity in England and Wales (no 304315).
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BANK ACCOUNT
Application in progress, Account Name, Number & Sort Code will be available
shortly.

ADDRESS
Our registered address:
Henley Skatepark Initiative,
c/o Thamesfield Youth Association.
1 Deanfield Avenue
Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1UE
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Henley Skatepark Initiative Project Group Full Report for Henley Town Council. March 2012.

64

APPENDIX
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OXFORDSHIRE
PLAYING FIELDS
ASSOCIATION

Jericho Farm, Worton, Witney
Oxon OX29 4SZ
Tel: 01865 883488. Fax: 01865 883191
Email: opfa@oxonrcc.org.uk

President: Malcolm Cochrane, Deputy Lieutenant of Oxfordshire

Registered charity number 304398

th

8 March 2012

To whom it may concern,
PROPOSED HENLEY SKATE PARK DEVELOPMENT
The Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association works to ensure that people of all ages, including
people with disabilities, in both urban and rural communities, have access locally to good quality
facilities for, and opportunities to take part in, a range of sports and recreational activities,
including children's play.
A major part of our day to day work is devoted to assisting community-based organisations to
provide, preserve, improve and adequately maintain outdoor recreational and children's play
facilities, including skate parks and BMX facilities. We have a particular interest in encouraging
facilities for children and young people.
We thoroughly support the development of the skate park in Henley. OPFA would like to work
with the group to help them to implement the project, should they be successful in obtaining the
go-ahead, including helping them with sources of funding. They are a well-organised group and
having seen how thoroughly they have undertaken their project up to now, I have every
confidence that they will be able to manage a very successful and much-needed project. It is
particularly important to see how much they have been keen to involve the community in their
project.
Facilities such as skate parks are vital for the health and physical and mental well-being of young
people. A skate park helps young people to integrate, and in addition it should be noted that such
facilities appeal to a wide range of ages and would therefore be a strong community facility. Other
communities have seen their skate parks used by ages ranging from 8 – to adults in their 40s.
Yours faithfully,

Nicole O’Donnell
Community Development Officer
Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association
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HENLEY SKATEBOARD PARK - SITE REPORT.
Report concerning enquiries made to relevant technical officers of the various Council &
Statutory Authorities: by Andrew Selden, architect.
These enquiries have been made to establish what are the principles relating to technical
criteria that will or may be required by all the Authorities regarding both the proposed project
works, in general terms, & the conditions of the actual proposed site. As full a written
description as possible was presented to officers of both site, existing & proposed facilities in
order to explore any potential problems/difficulties that may prevent or restrict the scope of
the design, site works & where possible to obtain the officers' opinions regarding acceptability
or otherwise.
The explanation included the following information:
● Site location re: town/roads & adjacent housing.
● Character of site (sloping) & adjacent land (embankment/top of hill/steep slope: N. side).
● Ownership/covenant;
● Current use: as recreation ground with existing skateboard park to a part, comprising
timber/glass-fibre ramps with steel frames placed on hard surfacing.
● Presence of buildings (Scouts Centre & Brunner Hall ) & car park to an adjacent part of
the site.
● History (as reclaimed land over an area of contaminated land, previously used as a
refuse dump).
Feedback from various officers is summarised as follows:
SODC Planning (regarding Planning Permission):
Generally the planning officer did not consider that the proposals I described raised planning
problems & thought that planning permission may not be required if the proposals do not
include additional new buildings & the volume of the skateboard "bowl" into the ground does
not exceed 200 cubic metres. I later asked whether the ground works may require planning
permission as engineering works, but have not had a reply to this as yet. To obtain more
advice we may need to make an official "pre-application" application for information, for which
SODC levies a charge, however I understand that if the Town Council own the land in
question the charge is likely to be halved.
SODC/(South and Vale) Building Control (regarding Building Regulation Permission):
Generally the Building Control officer did not consider the proposals would require Building
Regulation Permission if piled foundations were not used (As it is believed that the
skateboard bowl will be a self-supporting, ground-bearing raft of reinforced concrete, piles are
not believed to be required.
SODC Environmental Health:
The Environmental Health officer confirmed the following:
Existing survey & current details of the proposal did not raise any issues & he wished us well
with the project. Generally he commented that, with regard to aspects involving land
contamination, the use of a "Raft" construction, as proposed, & avoiding use of piles would be
better. His other comments regarding the detail of risks associated with such sites I have set
out as follows:
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Digging into contaminated land, as here, requires Environment Agency approval.
Requirements would include:
A : Correct collection & disposal procedures regarding waste from the site. Note: At the
appropriate time, establish type of waste & match to type of licensed waste site as there are
different grades of waste & costs vary accordingly.
B : Using Piled foundations into contaminated land would require a suitable type, acceptable
to Building Control & The Environment Agency. Piles are not envisaged so this is not an
issue.
C : Ground water management would also be required regarding both existing (possibly
contaminated) & new (eg; new surface water drainage); See later section : environment
Agency feedback.
D : If digging works exposed surface soils which indicate contamination, the provision of a
"break layer" is likely to be required to prevent users coming into contact with contaminated
land matter. Surfaces such as concrete, asphalt, recycled rubber as land finishes, which are
likely to be proposed for the new skatepark are likely to satisfy this requirement.
E : Direct Contact Checks: these should be made regarding landscaped areas. In residential
development, where growing of items to eat must be assumed, it is normal to require the top
600mm. soil depth to be "clean" but recreational use, as here, is likely to have a reduced
"clean "depth of , possibly 300mm. The officer suggested that a check regarding conditions
required of the existing constructions on
site (Scout Building & Brunner Hall) may be useful to indicate the condition of the ground.
F : Gasses : This would be relevant if building over contaminated sites with gas present, eg:
creating confined areas, such as under suspended floors. As there are no buildings proposed
this should not present an issue. There is also a history of low gas levels found in the Council
recorded Survey of 1989.
This used a method of spike penetration which has since been superseded by more
sophisticated methods, however the indicated gas levels found were extremely low : 1/10th.
of the acceptable lower limit so this is unlikely to be an issue.
Environment Agency
The officer dealing with planning liaison, contaminated land/reclamation, ground water for this
area checked the records & all my liaison correspondence with the Environmental Health
officer, as above, & agreed with the points raised, particularly re:
● Their survey records being as those considered by the environmental Health officer.
● Piling - any "arisings" from excavations to be sent to an appropriately licensed facility for
disposal.
● Any surface water from the base of the proposed skate-bowl to be agreed in detail.
● I proposed detail options for sealed drainage to surface soakaway/outfall to the North-East
end of the site near the car park or the embankment drop to the trees.
The officer confirmed that this was acceptable in principle & he is "happy for you to consider
the final drainage (if any) later in the process.
This concludes the report findings.
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Yours sincerely. Andrew Selden.
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